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General Rules for Objecting To Petitions (Designating and Nominating) Filed With 

The Hamilton County Board Of Elections
Section 6-154.1 of the New York State Election Law presumes all petitions to be valid if they are in proper form and appear to bear the requisite number of signatures, authenticated in a manner prescribed by said law.

Written objections to designating or nominating petitions may be filed by any registered voter for any designating/nominating petition or candidate. The objector must be an enrolled voter of the party for cases
that involves nominations for party position and not for public office. 

General written objections must be filed within three (3) days after the filing of the petition involved.

Specifications of the grounds of objections must be filed within six (6) days thereafter with the same board. If specifications are not timely filed, the objection shall be null and void. Specifications do not need to be notarized, but must be signed and dated by the objector.

Specifications of the objection to said petition must be filed by Objector with six (6) days from the date of this filing with the Board.  No specifications of objections will be considered by the Board unless the Objector filing the specifications personally delivers or mails by Registered or Certified Mail a duplicate copy of the specifications to the candidate.  Proof of mailing or personal delivery must be provided to the Board either at the time of filing the specs or within 2 days from the date of filing the specs.

In the case of a petition containing candidates for a party position, service of the specifications shall be made on either the named candidates or the first person named on the petitions committee to fill vacancies.  Service shall be made on or before the date of filing of any specifications with the Board.  

1.
Specifications must clearly set forth in detail the volume number, page number and line number of any signature being objected to.  In addition, any portion of any petition or any signature line or witness statement objected to shall be specifically identified and reasons given for any such objection.

2.
The total number of signatures objected to shall be set forth and all objections relating to a single signature line should be grouped together; and

3.
Symbols and/or abbreviations may be used to set forth an objection, provided that a sheet explaining the meaning of any such symbol and/or abbreviation is attached to the specifications.

Residence of the voter’s signature must be their residence at the time they signed the petition. The Board will conduct a review of the petition.  If it appears to be that the signer is one and the same on our registration files the signature stands.
The Board can only rule on factual issues on the face of the petition. When the objector is filing their specifications, they may file additional documentation that may help the board in the ruling of said petition.  The Board cannot legally rule on allegations of fraud or forgery.  All such allegations are to be heard in a court of law.

NOTE:  The above are general instructions for objections.  Objectors should refer to the New York State Election Law Sections: 6-134 and 6-154 for further clarification.
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